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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana�\�œ�t�j�x

Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      MabuhayNamaste

THANK YOU
As this is our last Newsletter of the year the school would 
like to extend sincere thanks to all parents, community 
supporters and sponsors who have given so much to our 
school and our students over the year.  

Your support has made it possible for our students to achieve 
highly in academic, sporting and cultural dimensions of the 
school.  Thank you very much.

STARTING DATES - 2009
Year 13 30 January    9am-11am
Year 12 2 February 9.00am-12.30 noon
Year 11 3 February 9.00am-12.30pm
Year 10 4 February 9.00am-12.30pm
Year   9 5 February 9.00am-3pm
Whole school starts9 February 8.30am-3.10pm

JUNIOR EXAMS
Junior students are continuing with their learning in the 
classroom in preparation for their end-of-year assessments 
which will be held in the week beginning 17 November. They 
should be spending homework time now on study for these. 
A two-hour exam for Year 9 English and Year 10 Social 
Studies will occur on Tuesday 18 November. On Wednesday 
19 November, there will be a two-hour exam for Year 9 
Maths and Year 10 Science. All other subjects have their 
assessments in the normal timetabled lessons.

Students need to take these exams seriously and prepare well 
for them as they provide information that will go towards 
their end-of-year reports and also for certiÞcates and prizes 
which are awarded at the end-of-year prize giving. Their 
performance in these exams may also determine which 
subjects or courses they may take in 2009.

NCEA EXAMS
We would like to wish our senior students well for their 
NCEA exams which start on Monday 17 November. Students 
already know the results of their internal achievement and 
unit standards assessed during the year. A Record of 

Achievement detailing this is being issued to them with their 
reports. Years 11, 12 and 13 will receive their reports on their 
last day at school before they go on study leave.  As well 
students will receive information about starting dates and 
instructions for next year and the opportunity to check their 
course selection.

Last week students received their candidate exam pack from 
NZQA which includes instructions for sitting the exams, the 
exam timetable and information about results. It also contained 
their exam admission slip with their code number which they 
must bring with them to each exam. It is important that students 
read all of the information carefully. We look forward to seeing 
some good results in the new year.

EARLY ABSENCE NOTIFICATION
In the near future we are planning to trial an automated 
notiÞcation of student absence to parents/caregivers. This will 
involve a text or email notiÞcation direct from the school 
database. Our intention at this stage is that this would take place 
shortly after 11.00am each day, so that student absence from 
classes in the Þrst two periods of the day will be communicated 
directly to mobile phones or email addresses. This will give the 
opportunity for a response from parents/caregivers by text or 
email to explain cases of genuine absence, but it will also 
provide more immediate notiÞcation of truancy that parents/
caregivers might otherwise not be aware of until much later.

This process will depend on the school having accurate 
database records of email addresses and mobile phone numbers 
as well as the timeliness and accuracy of attendance marking.

If you do receive a text or email in the future to inform you that 
your son or daughter is absent from school and you have 
concerns about the validity of the information, please phone the 
school to let us know. While the information should be accurate 
we will be keen to remove any problems and to reÞne the 
process of notiÞcation to make it as efÞcient as possible. 

The intention of early absence notiÞcation is to make it easier 
for the school and caregivers to work together at keeping 
students focused on achieving success at school through regular 
attendance and study. Further information about the planned 
early notiÞcation system will be provided over the next few 
weeks.

S T U D E N T 
ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to Franz Vogel (12PTR) who 
has been selected to represent N.Z. at the 
World Ice Hockey Competition in Taiwan in 
February.  Franz is in the NZ U-18 team.

ÒWE ARE AN EXEMPLARY SCHOOLÓ

10 November 2008

SENIOR  PRIZE GIVING
WEDNESDAY 

12 November 2007
7pm in Hall



NZ ECONOMICS 
COMPETITION
Congratulations to the following students 
who competed in the NZ Economics 
Competition.
Alan Lee (13TSR)  - second in New 
Zealand - High Distinction 99.7%

Matthew Calvin (13AFR) - eleventh in 
New Zealand - High Distinction 98.9%

David Williams (13AFR) - Distinction. 
94.6%

Credit
Kalanina Lee (12PTR) "70.7%, Matthew 
Vedder (12TCA) 70.7%, Sam Williams 
(12PTR) "70.7%, Mohammed Nasir 
(13PRH) 75.9%, Keswick Pearson 
(13PEL) 75.9% 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please advise the school ofÞce if your address has changed.  
We will be posting out letters in the new year to all students.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR 
EXAMINATIONS

BELIEVE  while others are doubting.
PLAN while others are playing.
STUDY while others are sleeping.
DECIDE while others are delaying.
PREPARE while others are daydreaming.
BEGIN while others are procrastinating.
WORK while others are wishing.
SAVE while others are wasting.
LISTEN while others are talking.
COMMEND while others are criticising.
PERSIST while others are quitting.

Acknowledgement: William Arthur Ward, US scholar, pastor and author.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE
If students would like a copy of the 2008 School Magazine, 
please pay $10 to the BursarÕs OfÞce.  There will be no spare 
copies ordered.

Remember to Shop at Noel Leeming and Help 
Raise Funds For Our School 
Noel Leeming at Westgate is running a special offer for 
parents and students of the school. During the months of 
November and December you will have the opportunity to 
make purchases at very special prices and at the same time 
the school will receive a rebate. Details of the specials are 
available on our website www.masseyhigh.school.nz. If you 
are looking for a laptop, television, camera or ipod just call 
into Noel Leeming Westgate and quote the schoolÕs code 
(2000) to take advantage of this exclusive offer. 

YEAR 9 RESEARCH
Every Year 9 student received a letter at the end of last week 
informing parents/guardians of a research project being 
undertaken by a PhD student from the University of Auckland. 
The purpose of the letter was to inform you of this project and 
to give you an opportunity to return the assent slip to the form 
teacher by Friday November 14 if you do not want your child to 
participate in the study. The students will receive a 15 minute 
anonymous questionnaire, answering non-sensitive questions 
about their ethnic identity.

The research topic is ÔNegotiating a place at high school: The 
content and consequences of racial-ethnic identity.Õ The aim of 
the study is to investigate the relationship of ethnic identity to 
school transition and academic achievement. The study also 
wishes to examine strategies employed by adolescents 
negotiating friendships, identity issues and achievement in the 
new school context. The study seeks to appreciate what 
inßuences ethnic identity, how ethnic identity is enacted and 
how it impacts on academic achievement.

Buy Your Back to School Stationery 
from Warehouse Stationery 

and help Raise Money for The School

 Warehouse Stationery is assisting the school with Back to 
School stationery orders for 2009 and at the same time 
giving us a 10% rebate from each purchase. 

 To make purchasing options easier Warehouse Stationery are 
setting up a website for school stationery orders with a 
separate section for Massey High School incorporating the 
order forms for each year. You will have a choice of buying 
on line or calling into your nearest store before returning to 
school and at the same time earn the school some valuable 
funds.   Full details of the special offer will be in the 
newsletter sent out in January and listed on the SchoolÕs 
website - www.masseyhigh.school.nz - from 5 January 2009.

LINCOLN HEIGHTS SCHOOL
INVITES YOU TO OUR SCHOOL GALA !

SATURDAY 22 NOVEMBER
!Keegan Drive, Massey - 11AM-3PM

!Music, entertainment, bouncy castle, giant slide, games for 
all ages, art auction, rafßes, clothing, books, toys, white 

elephant, food and much more
!COME AND HAVE SOME FUN WHILE SUPPORTING 

!OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

K E Y   D AT E S                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

November
11! School Science Fair
12! Senior Prize Giving - 7pm Hall
13! Year 11 Prize Giving 1.30pm
17! NCEA External Examinations
17! Junior Examination Week
27! Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm Library
December
5! Year 10 Prize Giving 1.30pm
8-12! Wider-Living-Week - Year 10
12! Year 9 Prize Giving - 1.30pm

Alan Lee

Matthew Calvin


