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Dear Parents/Guardians
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PARENT-SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP FOR 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
"

R E M I N D E R
Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews, 

15 and 16 May

Towards the end of Term 1 we started the organisation for the 
parent-student-teacher interviews which are taking place this 
week on 15 and 16 May. We want to raise the academic 
achievement of our students and hope that by means of the 
interview, both the parents and the student will be more 
informed about the studentÕs progress and achievement.

It is important that the parents are involved in the academic 
plans and progress of their child. It is vital also that the 
student is present at the interview so that your son or 
daughter can participate in the discussion. We want to 
strengthen the relationship and communication between the 
school, the student and the family so that we are all working 
together to achieve our studentsÕ academic success. From this 
parents can become much more involved in their childÕs 
education.

We have had a pleasing response from parents and we look 
forward to welcoming them to our school. Form teachers are 
in the process now of contacting parents to remind them of 
the interview time. Please contact the school if you did not 
receive a letter.

When you come to school for the interview, your child can 
take you straight to the form teacher. If you are not sure, 
prefects at the Hall will direct you.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Daniel and 
Steven Furminger (11APA) who 
have been selected in the NZ 
Cycling Under-17 Road Racing 
Team to compete in Canberra 
from 4 - 6 July.

Congratulations to Raymond Niuia (12ARR) 
who has been selected in the New Zealand 
Under-17 Rugby Team.

Congratulations to Jamie Nisbet (12APR) 
who was awarded ÒThe CaptainÕs AwardÓ.  
This award celebrates the outstanding leadership qualities 
displayed by Jamie who successfully captained the STS Spirit 
of New Zealand and crew.

FEES POLICY
As you know schools are struggling to balance their books and 
our Board of Trustees has reviewed its policy on fees, as 
distinct from donations which are voluntary.  Boards are 
legally entitled to charge subject fees to cover materials that 
becomes the student's own property. They can also charge for 
extra-curricular activities for which the school receives no 
funding from government. The Board policy on fees is:

¥ Fees set must reßect the true legal recoverable cost in 
all curriculum and co-curriculum areas of the school.

¥ Pro-active assistance may be provided for families with 
a community services card.

¥ In all other cases, if parents/caregivers do not pay the 
student does not receive the product until payment is 
made.

¥ Any item that is essential to the studentÕs learning is not 
charged.

Fees can be paid to the Bursar by cash, cheque, eftpos, credit 
card or automatic payment. We would also appreciate if the 
school donation be paid as well.

Thank you for your co-operation."

CERTIFICATE IN COMMUNITY 
SKILLS, IDENTITY AND 
COMMUNICATION
Unitec and Massey High School are working together to offer 
parents and caregivers of students at the school an opportunity 
to study for the CertiÞcate of Community Skills.

The CertiÞcate provides skills for employment as well as the 
opportunity to progress to a degree programme at Unitec.  

ÒWE ARE AN EXEMPLARY SCHOOLÓ
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Even completing one course helps professional and personal 
development.

Our plan is to offer the CertiÞcate in Community Skills 
(which consists of four courses) at Massey High School over 
a period of two years, one course each semester.   The Þrst 
course, Identity and Communication, will be offered in 
July 2008 and will be FREE.  We will be applying for 
funding to subsidise the remaining three courses.

It is a great opportunity for parents and caregivers to study 
and upskill themselves and to get their teenagers to think 
about moving on to tertiary study when they leave school.

Make a start on a Unitec qualiÞcation at Massey High 
School.

¥ Become part of a joint Unitec and Massey High 
School project.

¥ Be enrolled in the CertiÞcate in Community Skills.

¥ Pay NO course fees for the Þrst course in the 
programme.

¥ Learn from experienced and skilled tutors.

¥ Learn in a friendly supportive environment.

¥ Complete assignments but no examinations.

¥ Be part of the Unitec Waitakere Campus.

For further information contact the school or phone Linda 
Davies 815-4321 extension 5073.

LIMIT BREAK DANCE 
G R O U P   S U C C E S S 
On the weekend of 18 and 19 April the Limit Break Dance 
Team participated in the Regional and National Hip Hop 
Dance competitions. The group is made up of Cameron 
Graham (13KSH), Alex Poualii (13PRY), Junior Asilusi 
Farrow (13PRY), JeÕvon Graham (11AWS), Jared Hemopo 
(12TLS) and ex-students Robert Paul, Jordon Moore and 
Donovan Graham. The group was placed fourth in the 
Regional Competition on 18 April and gained qualiÞcation to 
participate in the National Hip Hop competition on 19 April. 
The competition was extremely tough.  However, Limit 
Break put on an amazing performance. The international 
judges were clearly impressed with the groupÕs innovative 
and original style, awarding them second place in the Varsity 
section. Placing second has qualiÞed the group to compete in 
the World Hip Hop Dance Competition in Los Angeles in 
July. This is an amazing opportunity for the students and they 
are currently fundraising for their trip. As part of their 
fundraising Limit Break will be holding concerts so look out 
for your opportunity to see this group perform.

WAYS PARENTS CAN HELP 
TEACHERS Ð TO 
TEACH THEIR 
C H I L D R E N 
BETTER

The partnership between parents and teachers is expressed in 
many ways.  Some of the most basic elements of this 
important partnership are also the most important for a happy 
student doing well at school.

¥ Start each day smoothly and peacefully with kind words, 
smiles and a hug.  A child leaving a happy home starts the 
day in a happy state of mind Ð the best pre-condition for 
good learning.

¥ Ring-fence time every day after school to spend with your 
children, hearing about their day, listening to what they are 
saying and paying them your full attention with no 
interruptions.

¥ Send your children to school with a nutritious breakfast 
inside them Ð one that includes protein, fruit and good 
carbohydrates.  Pack nutritious, healthy and tasty food in 
their lunch so they eat it well.

¥ Make sure they get plenty of sleep every night so their 
brains and bodies can grow.

¥ Use non-aggressive conßict resolution strategies so your 
children learn by example how to deal effectively with 
their anger and frustration with others.  Help them learn to 
share and take their turn.

¥ Place a high value on good manners and respect for 
others and their property.

¥ Model and teach time management and organisational 
skills.  Use calendars and planners for school and family 
life.

¥ Show your love of learning by going with them to the 
library, to concerts and art galleries.  Find out the names of 
plants and birds in your locality and go for walks together.  
Fill your home with books.

¥ Talk with respect about teachers.  Deal with any issues 
in private, not in front of your child.

¥ Encourage them to take responsibility for their own 
learning.

¥ Let your children know every day how much you love 
and value them.

KEY DATES
May
15-16 ! Parent/School Partnership - Interviews
              by appointment
29  ! Board of Trustees Meeting - 7pm Library

June
2! QueenÕs Birthday
16-20! Exam week for all students
26! Board of Trustees Meeting - 7pm Library
30! Musical week


