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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei!    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana     �\�œ�t�j�x

Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      Mabuhay    Namaskaar

C H A N G E S  T O  T H E 
T I M E TA B L E

We wish to inform parents about arrangements for closing the 
school earlier than usual during the last three weeks of Term 
2. The Board of Trustees has approved the following two 
changes.

EXAM WEEK - 15 Ð 19 June
This week, 15 Ð 19 June, is Exam Week. School will Þnish 
each day at the end of period 4. Students will be released at 
1.05pm and buses will be available at that time. Late bus 
students will be supervised. Should any students wish to stay 
at school to study, arrangements will be made for their 
supervision. They should meet in the Library at 1.05pm with 
their study materials.

For teachers, the early close will allow them time to mark 
assessments and to start writing the mid-year reports. For the 
students, the purpose of the early closing each day is to allow 
them to go home and have some study time. This is their only 
study leave during the Exam Week.

Exam Week is for all students at Massey High School. Senior 
students may be sitting an internal NCEA achievement or unit 
standard, or a practice assessment for an external NCEA 
achievement standard. Junior students will have end-of-course 
assessments. 

S T A F F P R O F E S S I O N A L 
DEVELOPMENT - 22 June and 29 June
During the last two weeks of Term 2 on Monday 22 June and 
Monday 29 June, school will close at 2.00pm. The purpose 
here is to provide professional development for staff before 
their normal Monday after-school meetings and extra-
curricular commitments. This arrangement will replace the 
professional development time which has been in place this 
term at the start of the day on Tuesdays. Tuesdays will revert 
to the normal timetable with period 1 starting at 8.35am.

Students will still study their Þve subjects during the day on 
these two Mondays. There will also be the usual times 
provided for the interval and lunch breaks. Students will be 
released at 2.00pm and buses will be available at that time. 
Late bus students will be supervised. Should any students 
wish to stay at school to study, arrangements will be made for 
their supervision. They should meet in the Library at 2.00pm 
with their study materials.

On the other four days of the last two weeks of Term 2, the 
school will operate its normal timetable where the Þrst lesson 
starts at 8.35am and the students are released at 3.10pm.

E R O
In Week 5 the school was reviewed by the Education Review 
OfÞce. The team was here for a week looking at student 
achievement, the transitioning of students and staff new to 
secondary school and other areas of compliance. As well as 
conducting 61 classroom observations, reviewers held 
interviews and discussions with the Board of Trustees, groups 
of principals of local primary schools, parents, staff and 
students from various year levels and ethnic groups.
"
In their preliminary oral report to the Board of Trustees, they 
gave a very favourable account of their review. They said we 
are a successful, student-centred school which has effective 
leadership throughout, uses evidence-based practice and 
manages change well. They commented on our positive 
culture where students and staff feel secure and valued.
"We would like to thank all staff, students and members of the 
community who assisted ERO in their review. We look 
forward to receiving the Þnal written report which will give 
greater detail of the above qualities and which will conÞrm for 
parents that you have made an excellent choice in selecting 
Massey High School for your childÕs secondary education.

SCHOOL BALL !
It has come to our notice that some students are selling tickets 
to a post-ball function where, we believe, alcohol will be 
available. We have no knowledge of the students involved or 
where the venue is. We are concerned about studentsÕ safety 
and urge parents to be aware of this and to ensure they know 
of the whereabouts of their son / daughter after the ofÞcial end 
of the Ball at midnight. As stated in a previous Monday 
Newsletter: Massey High School has NOT arranged any 
pre-ball or post-ball functions and takes no responsibility 
for any that may have been arranged.

COMMUNITY IDEAS 
Last week, Waitakere City Councillor, Linda Cooper, spoke to 
Year 12 students. She is the Massey ward representative and is 
keen to have communication with students regarding any ideas 
for the Massey community or to answer any questions about 
issues in the Massey ward. She can be contacted at the 
following email address: Linda.cooper@waitakere.govt.nz

ÒWE ARE AN EXEMPLARY SCHOOLÓ 

15 June 2009



 UNIFORM
Now that winter is well and truly here, it is important that 
students dress well in their uniform to keep themselves warm 
and dry. We are concerned that a number of students arrive at 
school poorly clothed. Some are wearing only a tee-shirt and 
school top on the upper part of their body. Temperatures on 
some days recently have been between an overnight low of 
two degrees and a maximum of only twelve degrees. Such 
inadequate clothing is not conducive to a studentÕs learning 
and feeling comfortable about being at school.
"
The range of uniform items available includes a warm jumper 
and two choices of jacket which can help students to dress 
well for winter weather. As well, students can wear extra 
clothing under their uniform, as long as it is not seen. A 
hoodie, however, is not to be worn and is not a Massey High 
School uniform item.
"
Some students have commented that their family thinks the 
jumper and / or the jacket is too expensive to buy. The prices 
are comparable with similar clothing items and with uniforms 
at other schools. Both items will last the student more than one 
year and are a good investment in providing for the studentÕs 
well-being for his/her future at this school. If a family is in 
Þnancial need, assistance can be given by the school. In such a 
case you should contact Deputy Principal, Mrs Cranston, or 
the studentÕs dean.

UNIFORM SALE
P.E. T-SHIRTS

$5 - can be worn as a white T-shirt under the school top.

SCHOOL SWEAT SHIRTS
Selling at a greatly reduced price.

Available for purchase by Years 10, 11 and 13 students.
Only $10.

Uniform shop open Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
lunchtimes.

"BROMLEYWEAR FACTORY 
SHOP
Open during term time: Monday Ð Friday, 9.00am Ð 4.30pm
Open during school holidays: As above plus Saturday 9.00am 
Ð 12.30pm

LATENESS TO SCHOOL
This term we have been conducting a campaign against 
lateness to school which has involved retaining late students in 
the Hall for period 1 each day. This has prevented the constant 
interruption to lessons that teachers and other students have 
suffered with the entry of late students to the classroom. Some 
students have been persistently late to school. There are other 
students who arrive at school in plenty of time, but do not get 
to class on time at 8.35am. Some go down to the local shops or 
they spend time in the grounds with friends rather than going 
to class.
"
The Þrst item in The Massey Way is be in class on time. It 
is the responsibility of all students to organise themselves so 
that this rule is followed. If there is a valid reason for lateness 
to school please ensure that your son/daughter arrives at 
school with a note of explanation. If an assessment is missed 
through lateness to class without a valid reason, no extra time 

will be available to the student and this could affect the quality 
of the grade achieved.
"
COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Have you heard? The 2009 budget is set to cut funding in 
Community Education by 80% from 2010. You can help us. 
We need to rally together and Þght this decision. The budget 
is not yet set in concrete so we need your urgent action today.  
You can contact the Community Education OfÞce for more 
information: nlazzari@masseyhigh.school.nz or Phone 833 
9124.

TRIVIA NIGHT
at Massey Rugby Club to raise funds 
for the national cycling competition.

Tables sold in teams of 6-10, $15 per person.
7pm on Friday June 26th

A great adultsÕ night out.  Get a team together and 
purchase tickets from Paula at the school tuckshop.

PREVENTING ILLNESS
The best things you can do to stop the spread of any type of 
cold and inßuenza virus is to:

¥ Stay at home and away from 
others if you are sick.

¥ Cover your coughs and 
sneezes with a tissue.

¥ Put used tissues into a 
rubbish bin.

¥ Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth.  Germs 
spread that way.

¥ Be careful to wash hands 
often with soap and dry them thoroughly.  Hand 
hygiene is critical.  Even when  you start to feel better 
there is still a risk of infecting others so keep to the 
20/20 rule: 20 seconds washing and 20 seconds drying.

¥ Keep surfaces clean at home, school and work.

A GREEK ODYSSEY
Massey High School is staging its annual School Production 
A Greek Odyssey July 1-3. Performances will take place at 
6pm in the Massey High School Hall.  For the last six months 
teachers and students have been creating an original piece 
based on Greek Tragedy. The result is a mix of contemporary 
music and dance highlighting central scenes from a number of 
classic Greek Tragedies including Oedipus Rex and Antigone. 
Students are performing classic songs as Bohemian Rhapsody 
by Queen and Phil Collins In the Air, among others It has been 
a challenging but very creative process that has called on the 
skills of all involved. Performed in the round and using multi-
media presentations, A Greek Odyssey is an energetic and 
innovative piece of theatre. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 
concession. They will be available from the schoolÕs bursar 
from June 22nd. 

KEY DATES
June
15-19  Exam week
25!      Board of TrusteesÕ Meeting 7pm Library 
July
1!       Massey Whanau Hui 6pm
1-3!! School Show - A Greek Odyssey
3! ! Term 2 Ends
20! ! Term 3 Begins                                                                                                                                                                                         

!


