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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei!    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana �\�œ�t�j�x

Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      MabuhayNamaste

E X A M  W E E K
Week 7, 16 - 20 June
Exam Week is for all students at Massey High School. It is 
vital that students are at school every day and that they are on 
time to begin period 1 at 8.35am. As well as carrying out the 
exams and assessments, teachers will continue to deliver their 
usual classroom programmes.
"
For senior students, some of the exam time is being used to 
assess internal NCEA achievement or unit standards or to 
prepare for coming assessments. Students need to prepare 
well to achieve their credits in these. They may also have a 
practice exam for an external NCEA achievement standard in 
some subjects. This is an important learning experience as 
students can gain an idea of their progress towards their 
achievement of the external credits. Junior students will have 
end-of-semester assessments in their subjects.
"
A special timetable has been arranged for Exam Week. 
Periods 1 and 2 each day will continue as they are now. 
Students will then have a double period between 11.00am and 
1.05pm for the subject they would normally have in period 3 
each day.

"
The Board of Trustees has approved the closing of 
the school at the end of the double period each day 
during Exam Week. Students will be released then 
and buses have been ordered for that time. Should 
any students wish to stay at school to study, 
arrangements will be made for their supervision. 
They should meet in the Hall at 1.05pm with their 
study materials.

"
For teachers, the early close will allow them time to mark 
assessments and exam papers and to start writing the mid-
year reports. For the students, the purpose of the early closing 
each day is to allow them to go home and have some study 
time. This is their only study leave during Exam Week.
"
For each subject, students should know
a)   WHEN their assessment is
b)   HOW they are being assessed
c)   WHAT they are being assessed on.

They also need to bring the appropriate materials each day so 
that they are equipped for their assessments. A reÞll pad and a 
black or blue pen is the minimum requirement.
"
To study effectively, students should do active revision. When 
they learn their notes, they need to write as well as read, and 
say things aloud (READ, WRITE, RECITE). An effective 

study strategy is to write practice assessment or exam answers 
and to do this within the suggested time allocation.

T E A C H E R - O N LY  D AY S
The Minister of Education has granted a teacher-only day to 
work on the new curriculum which has to be implemented in 
2010.  In addition to this our Board of Trustees has approved 
three teacher-only days for professional development and 
compensation time.  We would like to explain the rationale 
behind these decisions.

The Secondary TeachersÕ Collective Agreement requires that 
every teacher has at least Þve hours of non-contact time per 
week and if we have to call on a teacher to cover another 
teacherÕs class because we cannot employ a relief teacher, then 
we are required to compensate the teacher for losing their 
mandatory non-contact time.  Once a teacher has accumulated 
four hours of lost time then they are entitled to a dayÕs 
compensation.  Over the course of the year, every teacher 
would accumulate at least four and be entitled to compensation.  
Our thinking is to have a speciÞed day for the compensation, 
which would save the school $37,500 in relief teacher costs.  
Teachers will be required to be at work on this day, doing 
planning and marking as they would normally do in their 
contractual non-contact time.

The other two days the Board of Trustees has approved are for 
professional development.

We have recently reviewed our model of effective teaching 
practice to provide a co-ordinated approach to the many 
initiatives we have in the school.  Similarly we have reviewed 
our policies and procedures on pastoral care and discipline 
procedures.  Both of these require all staff to be retrained so 
that we implement these procedures in a consistent manner.

We acknowledge the inconvenience this creates for parents but 
ask that you consider the need for us to address these issues in a 
co-ordinated way.  For this reason we offer to supervise any 
students who need to attend school.  Transport will need to be 
the responsibility of parents as buses will not run on these days.

At this stage we do not know the exact days except for the Þrst 
one.

This will take place on Wednesday 25 June and will be one of 
the professional development days.

Thank you for your consideration.

ÒWE ARE AN EXEMPLARY SCHOOLÓ

16 June 2008



In-zone Enrolments for Year 9
Monday 4 August 7pm-9pm

Tuesday 5 August , Wednesday 7 August and 
Thursday 8 August

4pm-7pm

Out-of-zone Enrolments
Enrolment packs available from school office 

 phone 831-0500 ext. 526

Applications close Friday
5 September 2008

Ballot date - Tuesday  
15 September 2008

S C H O O L  B A L L
The Massey High School Ball will be held this year at the 
Ellerslie Convention Centre. The theme is ÒElysian Dynasty Ð 
a night in the heavensÓ. This event has always been a highly 
successful event and every year we are complimented on the 
behaviour of our students.

The Ball starts at 7.30pm and students will not 
be admitted after 8pm.  The Ball Þnishes at 12 
midnight and students are expected to remain at 
the Ball until that time unless prior 
arrangements have been made with the school.
Students must dress formally.

Massey High School has NOT arranged any 
pre-ball or post-ball functions and takes no responsibility for 
any that may have been arranged.

School rules apply with regard to behaviour, alcohol and 
smoking and the venue security has the right to refuse entry 
and search patrons if this is deemed necessary.

With everyoneÕs co-operation we are sure to have an 
enjoyable evening consistent with the intention and spirit of 
the School Ball.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
selected as netball representatives for 2008. 

Netball North U21: Amy Latu (13TCL)
Auckland/Waitakere U19: Armel Chou-Lee (13MMC)
Auckland/Waitakere U17: Jamie Johns (12ASG)
Waitakere U17: Jolynn Hola (12PNI) , Chrysella Prescott 
(12PTL), Julie Winter (11TES), Kirstyn Wilkinson (12KVA)
Waitakere U15: Nivana Johnson (10MAL), Tatiana 
Hirovanaa (11TES)
Waitakere Development U15: Chelsea Winterstein (10KBE), 
Nikki Johns (11MMT), SoÞe Boswell (11THE).

Monday 28 July

Two Sessions 

3.30-5.30pm and 6.30-8.30pm

PrincipalÕs address in the Hall followed 
by a tour for each session.

ALL WELCOME 
especially Year 7 and Year 8 students 

and their parents.

! "! ! Tour the School with the 
      Prefects

! "! Meet the Teachers
! "! Enjoy Interactive Displays

"! Experience the Technology

THANK YOU BLOOD 
DONORS! Your contribution 
and support and the amazing 
active approach from 
everyone involved in the 
blood drive on Tuesday 3 
June is much appreciated.  We were able to register 121 
students and collect a total of 90 units at the dayÕs end, which is 
brilliant.  This is an excellent result.  Everyone did a wonderful 
job and IÕm pleased so many students took the opportunity to 
do something as meaningful and important as giving blood.
Thank you to all the students and teachers who participated. 
You are truly life savers!

As you know, each unit has the capacity to save 3 lives so your 
school has potentially helped 240 people in need.  Donors and 
special volunteers like you are the core of the NZ Blood Service 
and we really appreciate your efforts in helping to make 
Tuesday so successful.  On behalf of the NZ Blood Service and 
the many patients who depend on the generosity of donors, 
thank you for your help and support.

USED UNIFORM
If you have any uniform which is surplus to your requirements 
the school would appreciate receiving it.

K E Y   D AT E S 
June
16-20 Exam week for all students
25 Teacher-only Day
26 Board of Trustees Meeting - 7pm Library
30 Musical week
July
4 Term 2 ends
7 School Ball
21 Term 3 commences
26 Board of Trustees Meeting - 7pm Library
28 Open Evening  3.30-5.30pm and 6.30pm-8.30pm
August
4 Year 9 2009 Enrolments start

OPEN NIGHTENROLMENTS
2009


