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Dear Parents/Guardians
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In-Zone Enrolments for 
Year 9

Please phone 831-0500 ext 526
for an appointment

Out-of-zone Enrolments

Enrolment packs available from school office 
 phone 831-0500 ext. 526

Applications close Friday  4 September 2009
Ballot date - Monday  14 September 2009

FUTURES EVENING
Choosing Well for Future Success

This term, on Thursday 27 August from 4.30 Ð 7.30pm, we 
will be holding a Futures Evening where parents and students 
will be invited to come to school to talk to staff about subject 
choices and courses for the studentÕs future at Massey High 
School, and beyond. Representatives from each subject area 
will be present to answer your questions and to give advice. As 
well, careers staff will be available and there will be 
information about NCEA.
"
This week students will be issued with a comprehensive 
curriculum booklet for some pre-reading and thinking about 
their subject choices for 2010. This evening will be an 
important one for communication with parents about their 
childÕs future course of study. Research on academic 
achievement highlights the importance of communication 
between the school and our parents so we encourage you to 
attend our Futures Evening. Please note this important date 
now in your diary.

"LOOK FOR OUR NEWSLETTERS ON 
THE WEBSITE
http://www.masseyhigh.school.nz/newsletters.html

UNION MEETING
26 August

A paid union meeting for teachers is to be held on 26 August. 
This is a condition of employment under the TeachersÕ 
Collective Employment Agreement.

The school will close at 1.05pm.  Parents may leave their 
children at school if it is inconvenient for you to take care of 
them.

Please contact the PrincipalÕs P.A., phone 831-0501, if you 
want us to supervise your child.

STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Matthew Ogden (13MGS) 
and Gene Beveridge (13PTR) who have been 
selected to represent New Zealand in the NZSS 
Orienteering Team in Australia in October.

PAST STUDENT
 ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Teresa Adam who is now a double 
international representative, having now represented NZ in 
both water polo and triathlon.

Teresa was recently inducted into the Triathlon NZ 2016 

Olympic Development Squad. She is representing NZ at the 

Triathlon World Champs on the Gold Coast on September 13 

in the U-19 Elites.

Teresa has been awarded a Don Oliver Youth Scholarship in 

recognition of her sporting potential.

ÒWE ARE AN EXEMPLARY SCHOOLÓ 
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P I S A
Massey High School is one of the 180 randomly selected 
schools representing New Zealand in the Programme for 
International Student Achievement (PISA). Nearly seventy 
countries are taking part, including all of the OECD member 
countries. PISA assesses students who are aged between 15 
and 16 years in how well they can use their reading, science 
and maths skills and knowledge to meet challenges in real life.
"
This important three-yearly study provides information that is 
key to measuring the performance of New ZealandÕs education 
system. The achievement of New ZealandÕs students will be 
compared to all of the other countries taking part.
"
Approximately 60 of our students were chosen to participate in 
the PISA assessment and we thank them for representing our 
school. A questionnaire was posted to the parents and 
caregivers of the selected students. Please complete it and post 
it in the return envelope.
"
More information about PISA, including New Zealand results 
from earlier PISA studies and the type of questions asked in 
PISA, can be found on the Ministry of EducationÕs website: 
www.educationcounts.govt.nz/research/gotopisa

 WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR 
CHILDREN TO BE WHEN 
THEY GROW 
UP?
Yes, that's right, what do you 
want? What are your hopes 
and dreams? You may not 
have total control over it 
(although you'd be amazed by 
how much of an inßuence your 
encouragement or discouragement can have) but you will 
deÞnitely have some opinions. 

A parent recently expressed disappointment when her daughter 
expressed a desire to consider environmental science as a 
career. She would have liked, she said sadly, for her to go into 
law or medicine.

"You know," she elaborated, "something nice and respectable."
Another parentÕs son is determined on a career in education." 
ÒA teacher?Ó repeated the mother, in tones that betrayed both 
contempt and relief that it was not just her child who was 
opting out of lofty and well paid future at either bar or bedside.
Most young people who want to be a teacher have something 
of the kid lurking beneath their grown-up exterior. They will 
relate well to children and simultaneously do a job of real 
social worth. Mostly they want to be a teacher because theyÕve 
been taught by some great ones. They also see the freedom of 
long holidays and being able to pursue interests and sports 
while being paid.

Ask some children, what do you want to be when you grow 
up, and they will look over their shoulder to see if their parents 
are listening before they respond. An actress. A clown. The 
lead singer in a boy band. Captain of the national cricket team." 
Smile and wish them well. It can be crushing for children to 

have dreams dismissed: ÒDon't be silly darling! A dancer? You 
want to be a doctor like Grandpa, don't you!Ó

As parents our roles are to gently introduce the reality: that 
such Þelds as singing, acting, high-level sports, offer huge 
competition and potential disappointment as well as the 
possibility of glory and high earnings. But just as we mustn't 
be tempted to trample over aspirations nor must we thrust our 
unrealised ambitions upon our youngsters. 

Research conÞrms that parents are" now more involved in their 
children's career choices than ever. This is a good thing but 
such interest isn't always positive. Attempting to manipulate 
children in their decisions about life after school are liable to 
end in tears Ð yours and theirs.

By all means support. Just don't assume control. Stand on the 
sidelines and encourage a partnership between your children 
and their teachers. Give them opportunities to Þnd out more 
about areas of interest.  Encourage visits to the schoolÕs 
careers adviser. Read up on modern requirements yourself. 
The worlds of further education and employment change 
rapidly.

Our school age children will be working in the mid 21st 
century when the requirements for occupations will be very 
different from those of your own generation. Schools have vast 
resources of careers advice and information. Careers advisers 
also have the advantage of not being emotionally involved so 
can be more impartial than a concerned parent. We suggest 
making it a joint project with your child to Þnd out as much as 
possible together. 

Acknowledgement: Reluctant Memsahib, Times, January 2009

SICK STUDENTS
Please do not send your child to school if they are feeling sick. 
Students are arriving at school unwell and the nurse is having 
to send them home.

There is an outbreak of measles in Auckland.  Please insure 
your child immunised.

The best things you can do to stop the spread of any type of 
illness is to:

¥ Stay at home and away from others if you are sick.
¥ Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue.
¥ Put used tissues into a rubbish bin.
¥ Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.  Germs 

spread that way.
¥ Be careful to wash hands often with 

soap and dry them thoroughly.  
Hand hygiene is critical.  Even 
when  you start to feel better there 
is still a risk of infecting others so 
keep to the 20/20 rule: 20 seconds 
washing and 20 seconds drying.

¥ Keep surfaces clean at home, school and work.

KEY DATES
 August
21! Compensation Day - no school
24! Mid-term break
26! Union Meeting - School closes 1.05pm
27 ! Board Meeting - 7pm in Library
27! Futures Evening 4.30pm-7.30pm

!


