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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei!    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana     �\�œ�t�j�x

Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      Mabuhay    Namaskaar

Welcome to Term 2. We hope that parents and students 
enjoyed some quality time together and are refreshed and 
ready for the challenges of the term. We have a busy ten-week 
term ahead with a variety of activities occurring. The winter 
sports season gets under way this week with our students 
being involved in a great range of sporting codes. Other extra 
curricular activities continue, such as rehearsals for the school 
production in the last week of Term 2. 

Although sports and extracurricular activities play an 
important part in our school and in our studentsÕ lives, the 
number one priority is academic work. For senior students 
there will be a number of opportunities this term for them to 
gain credits in their internal achievement and unit standards. 
Alongside this, many will be continuing their learning in their 
achievement standards which will be assessed in the external 
NCEA examinations in November. Most Year 9 students will 
complete their Þrst half-semester at the end of this week and 
will have a new option subject at the start of Week 2. Year 10 
students continue studying their same subjects as last term.

PARENT-SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP FOR 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

REMINDER
Parent-Teacher-Student 

Interviews,
7 and 8 May

Towards the end of Term 1 we posted home to parents a letter 
explaining our intentions for next weekÕs interviews with form 
teachers for parents and their child. These interviews were 
very successful in 2007 and 2008 and we hope that we have 
the same response, or better, this year. 

To raise the academic achievement of our students, it is 
important that the parents are involved in the academic plans 
and progress of their child. It is vital also that the student is 
present at the interview so that your son or daughter can 
participate in the discussion. 

We want to strengthen the relationship and communication 
between the school, the student and the family so that we are 
all working together to achieve our studentsÕ academic 

success. Just as parents accompany their children to see a 
doctor or specialist about their physical well-being, we feel 
they should also accompany their son or daughter to gain 
information about their academic progress. From this parents 
can become much more involved in their childÕs education.

Already we have had a pleasing response to our letter and we 
encourage those who have not responded yet to conÞrm their 
appointment so that we can make Þnal arrangements. 
Therefore, we request that you respond to the letter by 
returning the tear-off slip, or by emailing your childÕs form 
teacher, or by contacting the school by phone on 831 0500. 
Please contact the school if you did not receive a letter. 

ATHLETICS
Results from North Island Secondary SchoolsÕ Athletics 
Championships:
Renee Wootton (9TBK)  2nd in Junior GirlsÕ Javelin
Nick Gerrard (13ASG) 4th in Senior BoysÕ Long Jump and 1st 
in Senior BoysÕ High Jump
Emily Ingoe (12TES) 3rd in Senior GirlsÕ 1500m
Grace Fursdon (13PTR) 3rd in Senior GirlsÕ 3000m
Catherine Wood (11TWN) 11th in Intermediate GirlsÕ Javelin

I N T E R - C O L L E G I A T E 
RIBBON DAY
On Wednesday 25 March Massey High School sent a team of 
equestrian students to the Intercollegiate Ribbon Day at 
Coatesville Pony Club.  The team consisted of Sophie 
Boswell (12THE), Georgia Bryan (12THE), Emma Dangen 
(10KHA), Sharni Gordon (9TED).

The students rode in different rings and points were awarded 
for ribbons earned in dressage and jumping during the day.  
At the end of the day points were tallied and the Massey 
team were placed third overall.

CULINARY COMPETITION
Eighteen students competed in the  Culinary Competition and 
were awarded twenty medals and two merits. Everybody who 
entered achieved something. Below is a list of medals and 
achievements.

Casey Armstrong (12PTG) Pork Mince - 1st Place Silver
Amy Colcord (13TCA) Blueberry mufÞns - 3rd Place Silver
Candice Gravitt (13KPC) Mocktails - 3rd Place Bronze
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Alyce Hazlewood (13TEH) Cold Fruit Dessert - 2nd Place 
Bronze 
Melanie Hollis (12ASW) Table Setting - 2nd Place Silver
! ! !         Novelty setting -  1st Place Gold
! ! !         Mocktails  - 1st Place - Silver
Overall winner in front of house and Auckland representative 
at Nationals

Amber Hutchins!  (13TCA) Salmon!  - 1st Place Bronze 
Darren Jarret (12MSA) Salmon - 4th Place -  Bronze
Shannon Menehira (13KBY) Table setting - 4th Silver
! ! ! !   Novelty - 4th Place Silver
! ! ! !   Mocktail - 2nd Place Bronze

John - Neville Sergeant( 12KDG) Quiche - Merit
Paige Oliver (12TES) Quiche  - 3rd Place Bronze
Teneka Pomeroy (11KSH) Table Setting - 3rd Place Silver
! ! !           Novelty - 3rd Place Silver
Mathew Potton (12MMT) Team Challenge- 2nd Place Bronze
Aaron Powell (12THE) Team Challenge 2nd Place Bronze
Samuel Saw (12MSA) Omlette 1st Place Silver
Gordon Smit (13MDO) Blueberry MufÞns -Merit
Victoria Vittle (13KVA) Cold Fruit Dessert - 1st Place Silver
Taimania McMath (12PRG) Quiche - Bronze

JACKETS and RAINCOATS
As winter approaches, students need to ensure 
that they are dressed warmly and that they keep 
dry. The uniform options for students are the 
school terracotta sweatshirt, the black jersey 
with the school crest on, the black school jacket 
and the ofÞcial school sports jacket.

When it is raining, students may wear a 
raincoat, either knee or hip length, to and from school and 
when they are in the grounds but not when they are in class. 
The coat must be waterproof and must be in a conservative 
colour, for example black, dark blue or navy. Items like a pink 
bomber jacket with a ßuffy collar do not count as an 
acceptable jacket or raincoat.

The way our students behave and the way they wear the 
uniform are the two biggest factors beside academic 
achievement that the community uses to judge our school. We 
cannot emphasise enough how important this is.

We ask for the support of parents in making sure that your son 
or daughter is correctly dressed for school. Thank you for your 
co-operation.

SCHOOL SWEAT SHIRTS
Selling at a greatly reduced price.

Available for purchase by Years 10, 11 and 13 students.
Only $10.

Uniform shop open Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
lunchtimes

WHEN DO YOU KEEP A CHILD 
HOME FROM SCHOOL? 
How do you know when your child 
is too ill to go to school or is just 
feeling like a day off? Should a 
child with a cold be sent to school?

Parents often face the dilemma of 
whether their child is sick enough 
to have to stay at home. Sometimes 
children themselves can fake an 

illness to have a day off or children keen on school activities 
refuse to stay home even when they need more time to recover.
Your decision will often be a judgement call but here some 
tips. And, if your children are sicker than you thought, 
remember we can call you if they deteriorate during the day so 
you can come in and pick them up.

¥! Check if your child has a temperature. If it is above 37.7 the 
child may have an infection. 

¥! Nausea and vomiting, diarrhoea, a sore throat, a rash or just 
general listlessness and misery are usually signs your child 
really does need a day in bed. 

¥! Drum in the importance of regular handwashing especially 
after using the toilet and before eating. Teach them to keep 
their hands away from their face. During the colds and ßu 
season, give them a bottle of hand sanitiser to use 
frequently during the school day. The child at the next table 
with the dripping nose may be less contagious than the 
microbes on door handles and desktops.

¥! Keep up immunisations.
¥! Avoid using cold and cough preparations. They are 

expensive and only around 6% effective.
¥! Children with viral infections can be infectious before they 

show symptoms, as well as after their symptoms clear up. 
On the other hand, some children can cough for weeks 
because the virus has affected the lining of their lungs. So 
you can have a well child who is shedding virus, a coughing 
child who is no longer shedding virus, and infection by viral 
particles that lurk on surfaces and objects. ItÕs not practical 
to keep everybody home whoÕs shedding virus so your main 
concern must be your own childÕs needs, not the risk to 
other children.

¥! A child faking illness will usually Þnd it too hard to keep up 
the act all day and will soon want to watch TV, play games 
or spend time on the computer. A healthy appetite, 
especially for snacks throughout the day, is not usually a 
symptom of illness! Sick children generally show no 
interest in TV or food and want little more than bed rest and 
ßuids.

¥! A vague complaint like a stomach ache that becomes a 
headache or makes a voice wobbly may be clever acting. If 
your child often pretends to be sick, check there is not 
something else wrong. Phone the teacher to Þnd out how 
things are at school.

¥! Some younger children just want to have a day with Mum 
occasionally.

¥! Keep handy the timetables of older children, just in case 
illnesses coincide with less favoured subjects or test days.

¥! Take complaints of illness seriously so children understand 
it is serious. If they are genuinely ill they can be conÞdent 
you will look after them, consult the doctor, inform the 
school and keep them in bed until you are sure they are 
better.

¥! An occasional day at school with a sore throat or a tummy 
ache is unlikely to do any long-term damage.

KEY DATES
April
27! Term 2 starts
30! Board of TrusteesÕ Meeting 7pm Library
May
1! 1st half semester ends
7-8!Academic Counselling -  Parent/Teacher/Student 

interviews.
13! Whanau Hui - 6pm
28! Board of TrusteesÕ Meeting 7pm Library

!


