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In-Zone Enrolments for 
Year 9

Monday 21 September 4-8 pm in Library 
or

phone 831-0500 ext 526
for an appointment

Out-of-zone Enrolments
Enrolment packs available from school office 

 phone 831-0500 ext. 526

Applications close Friday  4 September 2009
Ballot date - Monday  14 September 2009

COURSE SELECTIONS FOR 
2010
Students are now in the midst of completing their course 
selections for 2010. They have all received curriculum 
booklets outlining the courses available for next year. Please 
ensure that your son/daughter has completed the course 
selection form and returned it to school by September 7th. 
Students who are late in returning their course selection forms 
are more likely to miss out on subjects next year where class 
numbers are limited.

NZQA FEES - URGENT
NZQA fees should have been paid by now. There is still time 
to make the payment if you have not already done so but 
please attend to this matter urgently so that the fees can be 
processed. Second invoices were posted home last week. An 
additional late fee of $50 is payable from September 18.  If the 
caregiver paying the fee is eligible for a community services 
card or is receiving a Work and Income (WINZ) or Study Link 
beneÞt there is still time to apply for Þnancial assistance to 
reduce this fee. Application forms are available from the 
school ofÞce or visit http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/for-

students/fees/Þnancialassistance.html to print a form and 
return it to school with your payment as soon as possible.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Last weekend the following students entered the New Zealand 
Culinary Fare National Competition in the Secondary 
SchoolsÕ categories.  Results were:

Sean Glimerveen (13MML) - Healthy Breakfast - Bronze
Kaitapu William (11TWK) - Devonshire Tea - Bronze
Darren Jarret (12MSA) - CafŽ Sandwich - Bronze
Paige Olliver (10KLE) - Salmon Challenge - 
Bronze
Phillip Smith (13ARR) - Salmon Challenge - 
Silver
Melanie Hollis (12ASW) - Front of House 
table setting - Silver
Justine Williams (10MGF) - Devonshire Tea - 
Silver
Amber Hutchins (13TCA) - Salmon 
Challenge - Silver & overall third place at 
national level.

W A I T A K E R E T R U S T 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Year 12 and 13 students who are leaving school at the end of 
this year are invited to apply for the Waitakere Trust 
Scholarships. These are provided to help students who require 
some Þnancial assistance to further their tertiary education in 
2010. There are academic scholarships ($3000.00 each)  and 
trade/technical scholarships ($2000.00 each). For selection the 
following criteria apply:
! ¥! Academic ability, school contribution and other 

abilities.
! ¥! Scholarships are for New Zealand residents only.
! ¥! Recipients must reside within the TrustÕs boundary.
! ¥! If a recipient wishes to defer the scholarship after 

being selected, they lose the scholarship.
Application forms, available from the school ofÞce or from 
Miss Van Waaijenburg, the Year 13 Level Co-ordinator, must 
be completed by Monday 21 September and can be left at the 
school ofÞce.

ARTS WEEK
During Arts Week (Week 8) our talented music students will 
perform in a variety of music concerts. On Tuesday 8 
September at 7pm will be our Music Soiree Concert. The 
ßavour of the night will be classical and jazz music. Please 
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come along, bring your family and friends and a gold coin 
donation and be entertained by some of our Þnest musicians.

IDEAS FOR FAMILY 
WRITING ACTIVITIES
Children become better readers by writing and better 
writers by reading! Writing, like reading, is best learned 
when you have something real to write for a real purpose. 
You can Þnd plenty of opportunities at home for your 
children to write.

Lists: Families make these all the time: shopping lists, to-do 
lists, invitation lists, holiday packing lists. Encourage your 
children to make lists of their own. 
Ideas: birthdays of family and friends, chores, school 
assignments, top-ten lists.

Notes: Encourage your children to jot notes to family 
members and capture special moments in writing. 
Ideas: saying goodbye to grandparents after a summer 
vacation, the taste of a chocolate chip ice cream, a booster 
message for a sibling facing a challenge, a love note to a 
parent, a thank you note.

Journals and diaries: In the process of writing, journal 
writers often come to a deeper understanding of their lives. 
The journal becomes a precious keepsake as the journal writer 
continues through life. Make a diary or journal an annual 
essential of Christmas giving.

Dialogue journals: These are a written conversation between 
a parent and child, usually in a notebook passed back and forth 
at different times of day. This is a way for a parent to develop 
a deeper relationship with a child Ð questions, answers, 
encouragements, apologies and words of affection can be 
written that might never be spoken. 

Letters and e-mails: Letters can help children stay in touch 
with distant family members. All children love getting a letter 
or e-mail back. Getting into the habit of letter writing can 
become a lifetime pleasure.

Birthday and special-event books: Provide blank books for 
family members and guests at birthday parties and special 
events so they can write personal notes and wishes. These 
become treasured archives of people and occasions.

Parodies: Make it a family thing to  write spoofs of songs, 
poems and advertisements to mark special occasions or 
achievements.

Home-based writing should be enjoyable, real and 
frequent.

¥ Make the writing an authentic part of everyday life. Avoid 
making it overly instructional. Give a quick response to 
requests for help rather than subjecting children to a lengthy 
ordeal of explanations or looking up words or information. 
This can be done later so the ßow of writing is not 
interrupted.

¥ DonÕt be overly concerned with grammar and spelling. 
Pointing out childrenÕs shortcomings will discourage them 
from writing. Keep a dictionary close at hand and let your 
children see you using it to check a word in your own 
writing. Your attitude to spelling and grammar will 
naturally inßuence theirs without your having to make 
correctness a bugbear that takes away the pleasure from 
their writing.

¥ Always have writing materials available Ð pens, pencils, 
coloured markers, paper and staplers. Visit stationery shops 
to Þnd attractive paper clips, stickers, notebooks and blank 

cards. The family writing kit should include envelopes, 
postage stamps and scissors. When shopping with your 
children, look out for items to add to the collection.

Acknowledgement: ÒWrite Soon!Ó by Timothy Rasinski and Nancy 
Padak in The Reading Teacher, April 2009 

RUGBY LEAGUE RAFFLE
Winner of the Rugby League rafße was Aaron McCarthy with 
ticket number 68 - yellow.  Thank you all for your support.

KEY DATES
August
31 Tournament Week
September
4 Out-of-zone enrolment applications close.

Nominations for Student Rep on Board of 
Trustees closes.

7 Arts Week
14 Assessment Week
14-18 Student Rep on Board of Trustees voting

Out-of-Zone enrolment ballot
21 Cultural Week
24 Board Meeting - 7pm in Library
25 Term 3 Ends
October
12 Term 4 Begins
14-21 Senior Exams
26 Labour Day
29 Board Meeting -7pm in Library 

Sun Sept 6th, 10am - 2pm
Tui Glen Park, Henderson 
Claude Brooks Drive, off Edmonton Road

More information: 838 7113 (Wendy)

LIVE MUSIC �s CYCLE ACTIVITY �s KAYAKING
BIG CLEAN UP ~ DAD' S DAY OUT

PROJECT TWIN STREAMS
HENDERSON CREEK

FREE BBQ �s SWAP AND EXCHANGE TABLE


