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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana�\�œ�t�j�x

Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      MabuhayNamaste

A S B  P O L Y F E S T  2 0 0 8
Polyfest took place before the Easter break giving Massey High School students the opportunity to celebrate our communityÕs 
diverse mix of cultures.  Over two hundred students took part in performances over the three day event. Our Þrst achievement 
went to Lani Alo (10MAL)) who was placed second in the Samoan speech competition. On the second day of performances 
Massey High SchoolÕs Indian group took to the diversity stage with the greatest number of performers so far. All groups 
performed exceptionally well. Notable achievements include the Samoan group being named as the best behaved group in their 
category, the Niuean group winning trophies for Þrst place in the Kamataaga and Takalo, the Tongan group achieving second 
place in the non-competitive category and the Maori group winning the most improved from 2007, ensuring their place in the top 
heat in 2009. Congratulations go to all students who participated. Watch out for cultural achievements throughout the year. 
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ASSESSMENT WEEK
31 March - 4 April

This week is Assessment Week for all students at Massey High 
School. It is vital that students are at school every day and that 
they are on time to begin period 1 at 8.35am. As well as 
carrying out the assessments, teachers will continue to deliver 
their usual classroom programmes.

For senior students, some of the assessment time is being used 
to assess internal NCEA achievement or unit standards. 
Students need to prepare well to achieve their credits in these. 
They may also have a practice assessment for an external 
NCEA achievement standard in some subjects. This is an 
important learning experience as students can gain an idea of 
their progress towards their achievement of the external 
credits. Year 9 students will have end-of-course assessments in 
their half-semester subjects.

At its meeting on Thursday 27 March, the Board of Trustees 
approved the closing of the school at the end of period 4 each 
day during Assessment Week. Students will be released at 
1.05pm and buses will be available at that time. Should any 
students wish to stay at school to study, arrangements will be 
made for their supervision. They should meet in the Hall at 
1.05pm with their study materials.

For teachers, the early close will allow them time to mark 
assessments and to start writing the Term One reports. For the 
students, the purpose of the early closing each day is to allow 
them to go home and have some study time. This is their only 
study leave during the assessment week.

For each subject, students need to know
a)    WHEN their assessment is
b)    HOW they are being assessed
c)    WHAT they are being assessed on.
They also need to Þnd out what they need to bring so that they 
equip themselves each day with the appropriate materials for 
their assessments. A reÞll pad and a black or blue pen is the 
minimum requirement.

To study effectively, students should do active revision. When 
they learn their notes, they need to write as well as read, and 
say things aloud (READ, WRITE, RECITE). An effective 
study strategy is to write practice assessment answers and to 
do this within the suggested time allocation.

GERMAN VISIT
We recently hosted German students from Luise-Henriette-
Schule in Berlin-Tempelhof for two weeks.   This was one of 
the schools that hosted Massey High School students when 
they visited Germany. They really enjoyed NZ and would like 
to come back with another group in two yearsÕ time.

EQUESTRIAN
Two teams of horses and students competed at the Auckland 
Secondary SchoolsÕ ODE on 12 March.  The girls and horses 
were well turned out and were a credit to the school.  The 
Massey B team of Brook Thompson (12KBY), Laura White 
(12PTR), Sophie Boswell (11THE) and Georgia Bryan 
(11THE) won the Pickmere Trophy for Team Spirit and 
Sportsmanship.  Congratulations girls.

AUCKLAND SECONDARY 
SCHOOLSÕ ATHLETICS
Congratulations go to the following students who competed at 
the Champions of Champions  and won medals.

Nicholas Gerrard"(12ASG) Two Gold Medals"- Intermediate 
BoysÕ Long Jump"and High Jump"

Emily Ingoe"(11TES) Silver Medal -  Intermediate GirlsÕ 
1500m

Nivana Johnson"(10MAL)"Bronze Medal"Junior GirlsÕ 300m

BADMINTON
Four students represented Northern New Zealand at the 2008 
June Bevan Trophy that was held in Ballarat, Australia from 
22 to 25 March." Congratulations go to Luke Charlesworth 
(12PTR) and Samuel Rimmer (11PTL) who were members of 
the Northern New Zealand 1 Team that won the Þnal against 
Victoria."  Elliot Revell-Nash (12MGS) and Megan Reyden 
(11TES) were a part of the Northern New Zealand 3 Team that 
Þnished in third place."  The June Bevan Trophy involves a 
number of representative teams from across New Zealand and 
Australia.

BMX CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations go to James Cooper (9TDC) who competed at 
the BMX National Championships in Christchurch and came 
2nd in the 14-year age group.

BREAKFAST TRUTHS
It is essential that students have a good breakfast before 
coming to school.  Do you know:
! Breakfast kick-starts your brain.
! Eating breakfast improves your 

mental and physical performance.
! Eating breakfast is a great way to 

maintain a healthy weight.
! Breakfast helps power you through 

the day.
! Breakfast gets your body pumping.

KEY DATES
March

  27        Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm Library
  31! Assessment Week
  April
  18! Term 1 ends
  May
   5! Term 2 begins


