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Dear Parents/Guardians
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Fakalofa lahi atu Shalom  Goeie Dag Sawadee Croeso Bula Ftilte Ciao

Eae]

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
E N R O L M E N TS Australian English Examinations
Congratulations to Ryan Lim-Yip in (9PLZ) who received a
2008

High Distinction in the recent Australian English
Examinations. He was the only student from our school to

In-zone Enrolments for Year 9 receive such a high grade, and it places him in the 99th
Please phone 83_1'0500 ext 526 percentile in New Zealand. Well done Ryan for such an
for an appointment excellent result. Overall our school received 1 High
Out-of-zone Enrolments Distinction, 14 Distinctions, 22 credits and 78 participations.
Enrolment packs available from
school office Swimming

phone 831-0500 ext. 526 Congratulations to Daniel Bell (12PRH) who competed at the
Applications close Friday ,?]uckland Vk\)/inteli Swirr]nming Chargp;ionshijps and came 1st inI
the 100m, breaking the NZ record for Under-17 men. Danie

7 SERIEmIEr 2007 also came 3rd in the 50m backstroke, 50m butter3y and 200m

Ballot date - Tuesday 18 September 2007 freestyle.

NCEAAND SENIOR EXAMS Basketball

With only three weeks left before the end of Term 3, it is Congratulations to Joshua Tagaloa (9TGC) who has been

really important that students are focused and working hardcnosen as an U-15 Waitakere Basketball representative and

on their academic studies. Teaching programmes are plannelill D€ going to the national competition in October.

to be completed by the end of this term as Term 4 is largely
devoted to exams. The senior exams are only bve and a ha

f
weeks away, including the holidays. NCEA external exams\/VA I TA K E R E T R U S T
start on 19 November, eleven weeks from today. SCHOLARSH | PS

The internal exams, starting on 11 October, provide practiceYear 12 and 13 students who are leaving school at the end of
for the external exams. It is important that students take thesgy;g year and who require Pnancial assistance to further their
seriously and that they prepare well for them for a number of tertiary education in 2008 are invited to apply for the
reasons. For most subjects, at least half of the credits forwaitakere Trust Scholarships. There are academic
NCEA can be achieved externally. Thus their performance inscholarships ($3000.00 each) and trade/technical scholarships
the internal exams is a good indicator to students of how they($2000.00 each).

are achieving and what they still need to do to improve. appiication forms, available from Mrs Stockman, the Year 13
Results from the internal exams provide information for the Level Co-ordinator, must be completed by Monday 17
end-of-year reports and also for certibcates and prizes whiclSeptember and can be left at the school ofpce.

are awarded at the end-of-year prize givings.

Students need to plan their time carefully from now on so that FUTU RES EVEN I NG

they complete all work and assignments and devote some timdVe were very pleased with the response to our Futures
to study for their exams. There are homework centres in theEVening which was held on Thursday 30 August. A number of

: he students and parents who attended said that this was a
library on Tuesdayg, Wedpesdays and Thursdays after school reat opportunity for them to talk to staff about subject
extra classes available in some subjects and some exal

” i ) hoices and courses for the studentOs future at Massey High
preparation classes during the holidays. Last year we OﬁerEdSchooI, and beyond. This was timely as course selection

this holiday programme and found that many studentsforms for 2008 are due in by the end of this week. As well,
attended so we are planning to offer it again this year. Thethey valued the chance to talk with careers staff and to gain
programme will be advertised in the schoolOs daily notices. more information about NCEA



SUBJECT AND COURSE
SELECTION 2008

) i ) i Recently students were issued with a comprehensive
Teaching visual arts, especially drawir curriculum booklet to provide them with information about

helps students develop important cognit their subject choices for 2008. Students have also been able to
skills. The human brain naturally seeks to seek information and advice from our careers staff, their form

Pnd patterns, make sense of information and experiences, angacher and subject teachers, their deans, their level co-
evaluate events and objects for their personal and emotiona®rdinator and from staff at last weekOs Futures Evening.
signibcance. Good art instruction, which of course providesAccompanying the curriculum booklet was a course selection

its own intrinsic rewards, helps children Owire upO their neuraform for 2008. This must be completed and handed in to the
studentOs form teacher by the end of this week, Friday 7
networks and learn better.

September. Any forms handed in after that date will be tagged
as OlateO and those students may bnd that they do not get their
brst choice of subjects next year.

ART AS ABRIDGE TO
LEARNING

¥ Art helps develop spatial reasoning skills.
¥ Art increases the ability to create abstractions and

mental processes in the abstract (once they can Oses&SS ESSMENT WEEK

an abstract idea, they can begin to put it into words). _ _
¥ Art helps students visualise the images that words THiS week is Assessment Week for all students at Massey
represent as they learn to read High School. It is vital that students are at school every day
' and that they are on time to begin period 1 at 8.35am. As well

¥ Art devglpps bne-motor skills, which are necessary as carrying out the assessments, teachers will continue to
prerequisites for writing. deliver their usual classroom programmes.
¥ Art develops patience, sustained attention and self-
regulation (controlling impulsivity). For senior students, some of the assessment time is being used
¥ Art serves as a bridge between oneOs mind and the re&d assess internal NCEA achievement or unit standards.
world. Students need to prepare well to achieve their credits in these.
¥ Art cultivates an important kind of intelligence. They may also have a practice assessment for an external
¥ Art develops the whole brain and the whole child. NCEA achievement standard in some subjects. This is an

important learning experience as students can gain an idea of
their progress towards their achievement of the external

Acknowlt.edgeme.nt: ODrawing and the BrainO by Kennemcredits. Junior students will have end-of-semester assessments
Wesson in American School Board Journal, June 2006

in their subjects.

To study effectively, students should do active revision. When

they learn their notes, they need to write as well as read, and
ARTS AND DEMOCRACY say things aloud (READ, WRITE, RECITE). An effective
Arts education promotes democratic values because childrestudy strategy is to write practice assessment answers and to
can understand the world around them better by looking at itdo this within the suggested time allocation

from the peculiar vantage point of a work of art.
Children learn to notice surprising details that can undermine KEY DATE
popular stereotypes. They grow tolerant of difference, attuned Se ptem ber
to idiosyncrasy. They experience a shock of perception that
; Iy oy . . 7! Out-of-Zone Enrolments Close
shows them alternative possibilities within their own lives, 10! Arts Week
whether or not those possibilities or those lives have an | 17 Cultural Week
obvious surface relationship with the artwork in question. 18 Out-of-Zone Enrolment Ballot
Even the oldest works of art can become vehicles of 21 Term 3 Ends
democratic thinking because they have transcended time. October
11-19 Senior Exams
Acknowledgement: OLearning the Score: Why Brahms | 22! Labour Day
Belongs in the ClassroomO by Alex Ross in The New Yorker,| November
September 4, 2006 8! Sports Prize Giving
14 Senior Prize Giving 7pm
15 Year 11 Prize Giving
- - = — — — — — 1 19 NCEA Examinations commence
I NEWSLETTERS ON WEB 19-23 Junior Exams
| ) I Decembet
http://www.masseyhigh.school.nz/general/ 5l NCEA Examinations Pnish
| newsletter.html I 7! Year 10 Prize Giving
10-14 Wider Living Week Year 10
| I 14 Year 9 Prize Giving
— — — — — — — — — — —




