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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei!    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana �\�œ�t�j�x

Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      MabuhayNamaste

Welcome back to Term Two.  We hope that parents and 
students enjoyed some quality time together and are 
refreshed and ready for the challenges of the term. We have a 
busy nine-week term ahead with a variety of activities 
occurring. The winter sports season gets under way this week 
with our students being involved in a great range of sporting 
codes. Other extra-curricular activities continue, such as the 
musical rehearsals in preparation for the presentation in the 
last week of Term 2.

Although sports and extra-curricular activities play an 
important part in our school and in our studentsÕ lives, the 
number one priority is academic work. For senior students 
there will be a number of opportunities this term for them to 
gain credits in their internal achievement and unit standards. 
Alongside this, many will be continuing their learning in 
their achievement standards which will be assessed in the 
external NCEA examinations in November. Most Year 9 
students have new option subjects and Year 10 students 
continue studying their same subjects as last term.

PARENT-SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP FOR 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
"

R E M I N D E R
Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews, 

15 and 16 May

Towards the end of Term 1 we posted home to parents a letter 
explaining our intentions for next weekÕs interviews with 
form teachers for parents and their child. These interviews 
were very successful in 2007 and we hope that we have the 
same response, or better, this year. 

To raise the academic achievement of our students, it is 
important that the parents are involved in the academic plans 
and progress of their child. It is vital also that the student is 
present at the interview so that your son or daughter can 
participate in the discussion. 

We want to strengthen the relationship and communication 
between the school, the student and the family so that we are 
all working together to achieve our studentsÕ academic 
success. Just as parents accompany their children to see a 
doctor or specialist about their physical well-being, we feel 
they should also accompany their son or daughter to gain 

information about their academic progress. From this parents 
can become much more involved in their childÕs education.

Already we have had a pleasing response to our letter and we 
encourage those who have not responded yet to conÞrm their 
appointment so that we can make Þnal arrangements. 
Therefore, we request that you respond to the letter by 
returning the tear-off slip, or by emailing your childÕs form 
teacher, or by contacting the school by phone on 831 0500. 
Pleasecontact the school if you did not receive a letter. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Daniel Bell (13PRH) who has won a 
Bronze Medal at the World Swimming Short Course 
Championships in Manchester. 

Congratulations to Aaron Park (13TSE) who has been selected 
for the Chemistry Olympiad Training camp.  Only the 26 top 
scholars around NZ are selected for this.

CORRECTION
The Massey High School "Intermediate BoysÕ Swimming 
Champion is Sean Hobson (10AWI).

ÒWE ARE AN EXEMPLARY SCHOOLÓ
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STAFF CHANGES
Last term we farewelled the following staff:

  Mrs Franklin  -  maternity leave Term 2 and 3
  Mr Clark, Business Manager - retirement
  Mr Hereniko

We welcome Ms Anderson who is relieving for Mrs Franklin 
until her return.

10 WAYS FOR PARENTS TO 
HELP TEACHERS HELP 
THEIR CHILDREN LEARN
1.! Create a smooth takeoff each day.  Get organised the 

night before.  Give your children a hug before they 
leave the house and you head to work.  Tell them how 
proud you are of them.  Your childrenÕs self-
conÞdence and sense of security will help them do 
well both in school and in life.  A positive, happy start 
is the best foundation for the day at school.

2.! Prepare for a happy reunion at the end of the day.  
Create predictable rituals such as 10-20 minutes 
listening to your children talk about their day over an 
after-school snack Ð before you check phone 
messages, read the mail, or begin dinner.  This is truly 
quality time when your children know your attention 
is focused on them and they can count on you every 
day after school.

3.! Fill your childÕs lunchbox with healthy snacks and 
lunches.  Have dinner as a family, preferably round 
the table, at a reasonable hour.  In the morning provide 
a healthy breakfast with whole gains, protein and fruit.  
A well-balanced diet maximises your childrenÕs 
learning potential and helps them stay alert throughout 
the school day.

4.! Include peaceful times in your childrenÕs afternoons 
and evenings.  Maintain a schedule of regular 
bedtimes that allows them to go to school rested, and 
if they are sick, have a system in place so they are able 
to stay home.  Children need plenty of sleep for 
healthy physical and mental development and success 
at school.

5.! Remember itÕs your childrenÕs homework, not yours.  
Create a homework space thatÕs clutter-free and quiet.  
Encourage editing and double-checking work, but 
allow your children to make mistakes, as itÕs the way 
teachers can gauge if they understand the material.  
ItÕs also how children learn responsibility for the 
quality of their work.

6.! Fill your childrenÕs lives with love for learning by 
showing them your own curiosity, respecting their 
questions and encouraging their efforts.

7.! Fill your home with books to read, books simply to 
look at, and books that provide answers to lifeÕs many 

questions.  Public libraries are an excellent resource 
and can become a habit at a very early age.

8.! Be a partner with your childÕs teacher.  When you need 
to speak to the teacher in reference to a speciÞc issue 
with your child, do it privately, not in front of your 
child.  Never criticise your childÕs teacher in front of 
your child.  Keep adult disagreements among the adults 
concerned.

9.! Set up a system where routine items are easily located Ð 
such as backpacks, shoes, signed notices.  Create a 
central calendar for coming events to make sure 
everyone is prepared.  Boys in particular can beneÞt 
from learning how to organise themselves.

10.! Become involved in school activities.  This could be 
helping with reading, being on a committee, helping 
with a PTA event, going to meetings and providing 
transport.  Teachers appreciate the practical support of 
parents Ð and children whose parents are involved do 
better at school.

Acknowledgement: Mimi Doe

ROUNDABOUT 
CONSTRUCTION
A roundabout is being constructed at the intersection of Don 
Buck Road and Redhills road to improve trafÞc ßows and 
increase safety at this intersection.

Students will need to take care on this intersection and comply 
with temporary signs while construction is underway.

KEY DATES
May
5! Term 2 begins
15-16 ! Parent/School Partnership - Interviews
              by appointment
29  ! Board of Trustees Meeting - 7pm Library


