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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei!    Dobro Dosli      Kia Orana �\�œ�t�j�x
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R O A D S A F E T Y
We have received complaints recently
about students using roads and footpaths
unsafely." Pedestrians are taking a
shortcut through the Mobil Garage on
Don Buck Road and the proprietors are
concerned that someone may getÓ hitÓ by
a car or truck.

Also some students are riding their bikes
on the footpath near Massey Primary School, endangering
pedestrians. Please ride on the road.

As a general rule pedestrians should walk on the footpaths and
not the roads and cyclists should ride on the roads and not the
footpaths.

Please keep safe at all times.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
!
! Congratulations to Jamie Johns

(11ASG) who has been selected
for the NZ Under-17 I.D. Squad
for Netball which involves two
training camps, one this year and
one early next year.

YEAR 13 GRADUATION
Parents are invited to join staff and Year 13 students for the
Graduation Ceremony to be held in the school hall on
November 13 from 9.30 Ð 10.30 am. Student attendance is
compulsory. Students will be presented with a certiÞcate
acknowledging their completion of Year 13 and the ceremony
will be followed by morning tea in the hall. You are most
welcome to join us.

P E R F O R M I N G
ARTS
This year has been a very successful 
one for the Performing Arts at
Massey High School .
Achievements in live productions
were celebrated last month at the
inaugural AMI Showdown Awards at
Skycity Theatre. ÕBugsy MaloneÕ was
nominated for Þfteen out of a possible
twenty awards, acknowledging the work of students

and staff.
A stand out performance from Elizabeth Draper (13KBE) saw
her receive the award for best female soloist while Alex
Walker (12TSR) won awards for both male soloist and best
male actor in a musical. We look forward to more success in
2008.

ART DISPLAY
The Massey High School Art Department extends an open
invitation to anyone who would like to come and view the
year-long efforts of our Year 11-13 Art students." The
inaugural celebration of our senior studentsÕ hard work will
take place on Monday November 12. There will be an
impressive selection of art folio boards for you to view. The
exhibition in the hall will be open from 3.10pm to 6pm."

TV VIEWING
LEADS TO
L E A R N I N G
PROBLEMS
Teenagers who are glued to
the TV for three or more
hours a day are at higher risk
of developing attention and
learning problems, a new
study suggests. The research,
led by Jeffrey G. Johnson of Columbia University College of
Physicians and Surgeons and the New York State Psychiatric
Institute, also found that it was TV watching that contributed
to learning problems, not the other way around.

They interviewed parents and children about television habits
and school problems. The interviews were conducted three
times, when the children were fourteen, sixteen and twenty-
two years old. In addition, when the study participants
reached age thirty-three, they gave information about their
secondary and post-secondary education, including whether
they had graduated from high school or attended college.

When the children were fourteen years old, 33% said they
watched TV for three or more hours a day. The researchers
found that watching this much TV at fourteen was associated
with attention difÞculties, failure to complete homework,
boredom at school, failure to complete high school, poor
grades, negative attitudes about school, overall academic
failure in secondary school and failure to obtain post-
secondary education.
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The Þndings suggest that
teenagers who spent a lot of time
watching TV tend to be more
likely to have attention and
learning problems that persist and
interfere with their long-term
educational achievement. The
researchers recommend that
parents should consider limiting the
amount of time they let their children watch TV to about one
to two hours a day, and then mainly quality programming.
Children should not have TV sets in their bedrooms.
Alarmingly, researchers have found that by three months of
age, 40% of babies are regular TV viewers. By the time
children are two years old, the number jumps to 90%. While
appropriate television viewing at the right age can be helpful
for both children and parents, excessive viewing before age
three has been shown to be associated with problems of
attention control, aggressive behaviour and poor cognitive
development. The American Academy of Paediatrics
recommends that children two years old and under not watch
TV at all.

HOW FATHERS INFLUENCE
THEIR DAUGHTERSÕ
INTEREST IN MATHS
Dads have a major impact on the degree
of interest their daughters develop in
maths. That is one of the Þndings of a
long-term University of Michigan study
that has traced the sources of the
continuing gender gap in maths and
science performance.

Females do as well as males on tests that
measure ability in maths and science but women are still
under-represented in science, technology, engineering and
maths graduate programmes and in careers based on those
disciplines.

A recent study analysed how parentsÕ values and attitudes
affect childrenÕs maths performance and later interest, and
how these attitudes vary by the childÕs gender. They found
that parents provided more maths-
supportive environments for their sons
than for their daughters, including
buying more maths and science toys for
the boys. They also spent more time on
maths and science activities with their
sons than with their daughters. 

The study also found that parentsÕ
attitudes, particularly stereotypes they hold about whether
maths and science are more important for boys than for girls,
have a signiÞcant effect on their childrenÕs later maths
achievement, and even on their eventual career choices.

GirlsÕ interest in maths decreases as their fathersÕ gender
stereotypes increase, whereas boysÕ interest in maths increases
as their fathersÕ gender stereotypes increase.

FathersÕ gender stereotypes are very important in supporting Ð
or in undermining Ð daughtersÕ choices to pursue training in
maths and science, the study concluded.

Acknowledgement: Reported in Science Daily from the
University of Michigan, June 2007-10-30.

THIS IS OUR STORY - MAKE
SURE ITÕS NOT YOURS
On 3 June this year our very good friend Richelle Murphy
died in a car accident. We thought it was going to be a fun
trip to the beach, but it turned out to be our worst nightmare.
What happened will be with us for the rest of our lives. All
our families have been deeply affected and many of you have
lost a special friend.

Imagine what itÕs like for your parents and family to get a visit
or a phone call telling them their child has been in a car
accident.

Being in hospital and Þnding out that your friend has died,
having the Police wanting to interview you, then going to
court because you were the driver is very stressful. At the end
of the day regardless of who decides to get in your car, you
are responsible.

The consequences and punishment as a driver are scary and
huge.  ItÕs not an experience we want you to go through.

We want all young drivers to be safe and to make wise
decisions.

DonÕt put your friends in this situation. If youÕre a restricted
driver, say no to others who want to get in your car. If youÕre
the passenger donÕt put pressure on the driver to get in the car.
After all it is illegal. Restricted means no other passengers
unless they are over 20 or have had their full licence for two
years.

At all times wear your seat belt, no matter where you sit in the
car.  It could save your life.

Drive safely and obey the rules. Our parents arenÕt meant to
bury us and itÕs a tragedy to lose a friend. Think of your
families.  Remember our friend Richelle and her family.

Be a friend and be safe.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE
If students would like a copy of the 2007 School Magazine,
please pay $10 to the BursarÕs OfÞce. There will be no spare 
copies ordered.
.

KEY DATES
November
8! Sports Prize Giving
14! Senior Prize Giving 7pm
15! Year 11 Prize Giving
19! NCEA Examinations commence
19-23! Junior Exams
29! Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm Library

December!
5! NCEA Examinations Þnish
7! Year 10 Prize Giving
10-14! Wider Living Week Year 10
14! Year 9 Prize Giving


