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DANIEL BELL 
O L Y M P I A N

Congratulations to Daniel Bell (13PRH) 
who has been selected for the NZ 
Swimming Team for the Beijing Olympics.  
Daniel is the Þrst Massey High School 
student ever to be selected for the Olympics 
and joins past student Peter Nicholas, who 
represented NZ in the 470-class yachting at 
the Sydney Olympics, as our only 
Olympians.

Daniel came to Massey High School in 2007 from HawkeÕs 
Bay.  He came to train at West Auckland Aquatics swimming 
club under coach Donna Bouzaid and we acknowledge and 
congratulate Donna and West Auckland Aquatics for their 
excellent coaching and achievements.

Daniel will compete in the 4 x 100m medley relay where he 
will swim in the backstroke leg.

At the Olympic qualifying meet held two weeks ago in 
Henderson, Daniel broke two NZ open records.  These were 
the 50m backstroke and the 100m backstroke.  He also swam 
the fastest time in the 200m backstroke.  In fact his time of 
25.95s for the 50m backstroke makes him the Þrst person in 
NZ ever to swim under 26s for this event.  Daniel is also 
hoping to compete in the 100m and 200m backstroke at the 
Olympics.

Last Thursday Daniel left for Manchester where he will 
compete at the World Short Course Championships.  He will 
compete in the 50, 100, 200 backstroke, the 100 and 200 
individual medley and the 4 x 100 medley relay.

Daniel is also a Òcarded athleteÓ under the NZ Academy of 
Sport and has been awarded a SPARC Air New Zealand 
Inspiring Kiwis Scholarship for rising kiwi talent.  This, 
amongst other things, provides Daniel with an individual 
mentor and his mentor is one of NZÕs greatest Olympians, 
Barbara Kendall.

As well as swimming, Daniel plays waterpolo for the school 
and last year played rugby.  His academic goal is to gain 
University Entrance and eventually he would like to attend 
University in the USA and develop his swimming talents 
further.

Daniel has worked really hard for his achievements and once 
again we congratulate him and extend our best wishes to him 
for the World Short Course Championships and the Beijing 
Olympics.

PARENT-SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP FOR STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT
Last year we piloted a new programme to raise academic 
achievement called Academic Counselling. We were very 
pleased with our results during the year and in the external 
NCEA exams and attribute much of this success to our new 
programme. Thus we are continuing with Academic 
Counselling this year.

Part of this programme involves strengthening the partnership 
and improving communication between home and school. An 
important aspect of this is the parent-teacher-student interview. 
We were overwhelmed by the response from parents last year 
when we held these and were delighted to welcome 76% of 
our parents into the school. This year we will be holding the 
interviews again, in Week Two, Term 2. We request that all 
parents, and their son or daughter, take part in this important 
meeting about their childÕs academic plans and progress.

A letter accompanying this newsletter explains the process. 
Please read it carefully. We look forward to meeting with you 
and your child in Term 2.

SCHOOL DONATION
Did you know that it costs much more money than we receive 
from the Ministry of Education to run our school as we would 
like to see it run?

In fact, more than a quarter of this yearÕs budget (26%) is paid 
entirely from our own funding drives, including school 
donations, grants from community trusts and international 
students.

The school donation is very important not only to the school 
but for the quality of educational experiences students receive.
For instance, did you know that the government does not give 
us any funding for extra-curricular activities?  All activities 
that students take part in outside of the curriculum, such as 
sport and cultural activities, have to come out of the schoolÕs 
own funding or directly from parents.

Some parents have not yet paid the school donation.

You can either pay the donation in full or another option is to 
pay the donation in stages.  We understand that the payment is 
a donation but we urge you to think how it helps the school.

Donations have remained the same for many years:
  ! $120 per student
! $170 for two students 
! $210 for three or more.students 
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As it is a donation it is tax deducible.

We thank you for your continued support of Massey High 
School.  Together we can make it a great place for students to 
learn and grow.

SUBJECT AND SPORTS FEES
The school is entitled to charge subject fees for materials that 
ultimately become part of the studentsÕ personal property.  
Similary we can charge fees for sports and other out-of-class  
involvement. Without these fees these activities would not 
take place as the Government does not fund any extra-
curricular activities.

At this point in time many parents have not paid these fees. 
We will be sending invoices out in the near future and we ask 
that you attend to this matter as soon as possible so that the 
school can balance its budget.

Once again, thank you for your support of Massey High 
School.

TELECOM CONNECTION FUND
This fund was used to support students through a variety of 
activities.  Unfortunately Telecom no longer operates this 
funding system for schools and so the Board of Trustees has 
decided that we cannot continue to support students in this 
way until we can Þnd an alternative funding source  We 
apologise for this and hopefully next year we may be able to 
re-introduce this funding support mechanism.

A S B  P O L Y F E S T  2 0 0 8
Congratulations to the Samoan Group who came 2nd in the 
non-competitive section of the ASB Polyfest.  We apologise 
for omitting this from last weekÕs newsletter.

C E L L  P H O N E S
PLEASE LEAVE YOUR CELL PHONE AT HOME
Cell phones are not to be seen at school.  We follow a Òno-
showÓ policy. If we see a cell phone at interval or lunchtime 
it will be conÞscated and returned at a later date after the 
student has completed a detention.  If a student is seen using 
one in class, it will be conÞscated and a parent will be asked 
to come and collect it.

Students who bring a phone to school do so at their own risk.  
We will not be spending any more time chasing up lost or 
stolen cell phones.  We ask parents to support us in this and 
ensure that cell phones are left at home.

S T U D E N T  C O U N C I L
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
selected for the Student Council
ANAWHATA  - Doron Semu 13AHK, Sukriti Khorana 
11ASW, Sanjay Smith 13AFR, Aimee Murray 11APA, 
Nicholas Tousoon 12ASG, Ruzana Alam 12ASG, Matthew 
Calvin 13AFR, Christy Chang 13ATS.

KAREKARE  - Chris Stagg 13KCD, Kate McGaw 11KDG, 
Harriet Draper 11KDG, Nathan Tanevesi 12KPC, Ashmin 

Ratnam 12KBY, Brooke Mullins 13KDW, Michelle Park 
13KDW.

MURIWAI  - Mee-Sahn Joe-Dunn 13MMC, Armel Chou-Lee 
13MMO, Preet Kuar 11MDN, Emma Brooker 11MDN, 
Saffron Julian 12MGS, Kieran Reid 12MGS, Carla Newman 
13MRE, Niomi Fleming 13MRE.

PIHA  - Holly Mohan-Druce 13PAO, Cade Tariau 13PAO, 
Tara-Brock Tasi 13PEL, Janaka Perera 11PTL, Devina McRae 
11PNG, Rez Ricardo 12PTR, Kerryn Whittaker 12PJA, Nicole 
Fairless 13PEL, Meg Andrews 13PAO.

TE HENGA  -  Jordyn Dangen 13TSR, Alex Walker 13TSR, 
Whitney Whitford 13TSR, Joshua Hetaraka 13TBK, Rose 
Craigie 11TES, Julie Winter 11TES, Abul Bashia 12TCA, 
Kathryn King 12TCA, Nina Suliafu 13TCU, Joshua Thomas 
13TSR.

WAITAKERE CITY YOUTH REP -  Robert Menzies 
13AFW

GERMAN TOUR
Twelve students from Massey High School and eleven 
students from Macleans College are going on a four-week tour 
around Germany (Munich, Alps, Salzburg/Austria, Berlin, 
Stade and Cologne). They are staying with our partner schools 
in homestays and in youth hostels.  This is the fourth German 
tour.
Photo: front row from left: Benjamin Thomas 10KLO, Rory 
Betschart 10MAL, Jennifer Blankley 12KBY, Christina Brown 
10KLO, Amy Heaven 10PCB.
Back row: Stefan
Dyer 10TWN, 
Caine Rotherham 
11APA, Lujia Xu 
11APA, Thomas 
Dunbar 11PRF, 
Daniel Paki 
10KLO, Austin 
Cutten-Bansgrove 
10MAL, Nicola 
Calvin 10ASJ.

TRIATHLON
Congratulations to the Triathlon team athletes who gained 
three Þrst placings in the triathlon at Farm Cove on 26 March.

Intermediate boysÕ team - 1st place Sean Hobson (10AWI), 
Daniel Furminger (11APA),  Mathew Ogden (12MGS), 
Intermediate mixed team - 1st place and 1st Intermediate 
team overall Nikki Johns (11MMT), Steven Furminger 
(11APA),  Grace Fursdon (12PTR).
Senior girlsÕ team - 1st place  Jamie Johns (12ASG), Chloe 
Harding-Sheath (12MSG), Emily Ingoe (11TES).

This was an outstanding result for Massey High School.

KEY DATES
      April

         18    Term 1 ends
         May
          5    Term 2 begins

BENEFI T YOUR SCHOOL  
by purchasing online! 

A Revision Guide series to help students succeed.A R evision Guide series to h

www.bewise.co.nzw

Prepare yourself for NCEA!


