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Dear Parents/Guardians
Greetings    Kia Ora   Talofa   Guten Tag   Bonjour   Malo e le  lei!    Dobar Dan      Kia Orana     �\�œ�t�j�x
Fakalofa lahi atu   Shalom      Goeie Dag    Sawadee  Croeso     Bula     F‡ilte     Ciao      Mabuhay

NEW STAFF
We extend a very warm welcome to all new families and new 
staff to our school.  The new staff are:
Miss R Edwards! -! Health
Mr R Loretz! -! Maths
Mr D Flyger! -! Music
Mr L Hill ! -! Geography
Mrs M Tipene! -! Acting HOD Maori Studies
Miss P Allen! -! Maths/Maori
Mrs M Mudaliar! -! Food Technology
Miss L Fisher! -! Tourism/Social Sciences
Mrs R Lata! -! Commerce/Maths
Mrs A Sheperdson! -! Teacher aide Ð Food and Fabric
Mr G Oliver! -! Literacy and numeracy
Mr A Grace! -! Maths
Mrs D Kevany! -! Guidance Counsellor

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Meghan Ashford 
(12APA) who represented New Zealand at 
the World FISAF Sport Aerobic 
Championships in Dubna, Russia in 
December and came 6th.

Congratulations to Matthew Ogden 
(13MGS) who was awarded the AUT 
University Roy Geddes Science Education 
Award to the London International Youth 
Science Forum in July.  There were only two 
students in N.Z. who received this award.

Congratulations to Franz 
Vogel (13PTR) who has been 
chosen to represent New 
Zealand in the U-18 World 
Championship D.III, Ice 
Hockey Tournament in Taiwan in February.

MASSEY HIGH SCHOOL
40TH REUNION

EASTER 2009 Ð April 10,11,12
We warmly invite all past students and teachers 

to join us in this celebration.
www.masseyhigh.school.nz

e-mail: reunion09@masseyhigh.school.nz
Phone:  831-0506

BUSES
This year the Ministry of Education has directed us to share 
buses with nearby schools. The bus routes involved are 
Bethells Beach (bus 1), Scenic Drive (bus 2), Riverhead (bus 
3), Herald Island (bus 4), Huapai (bus 7), Muriwai (bus 9), 
Taupaki (bus 11) and Wairere Road (bus 12). Students 
travelling on these bus routes will need to be aware of their 
loading times as some mornings are earlier and the afternoons 
slightly later.
All students who are eligible for assisted transport will need to 
pay for their MHS ID card. Eligible students will have BUS 
printed in red on their ID card. Showing this card to the driver 
entitles the student to travel free on the Ministry buses. 
Ineligible students will need to purchase tickets from Ritchies 
Bus Company or from school, depending on which bus they 
use.

Ritchies Bus Company will be available at school on 
Wednesday 11 February at lunchtime to sell Ritchies tickets 
necessary for Bus 1, 2, 3, 7, 9 and 11 which are the shared 
Ministry runs. They will also be selling the Ritchies Fast Pass 
tickets necessary to travel on Bus 10A and 10B.  They will be 
operating from a bus in the bus bay.

The following buses are administered by MHS; Bus 5A 
Luckens Road, 5B Westpark Drive, Bus 6 Hobsonville, Bus 8 
Swanson, Bus 13 Waimauku (some eligible students on this 
bus), Bus 100 Te Atatu Peninsula and Bus 200 Ranui. 
Students need to buy a ticket from the BursarÕs ofÞce to travel 
on these buses. We will be clipping tickets as of Monday 16 
February. No ticket = no ride. Please ensure your child has the 
necessary ticket.

NEWSLETTERS BY E-MAIL
Due to technical difÞculties we are no longer able to send 
Newsletters by e-mail at this time.  All our Newsletters are on 
our website www.masseyhigh.school.nz.

E A R L Y A B S E N C E 
NOTIFICATION
In the near future we are planning to trial an automated 
notiÞcation of student absence to parents/caregivers. This will 
involve a text or email notiÞcation direct from the school 
database. Our intention at this stage is that this would take 
place shortly after 11.00am each day, so that student absence 
from classes in the Þrst two periods of the day will be 
communicated directly to mobile phones or email addresses. 
This will give the opportunity for a response from parents/
caregivers by text or email to explain cases of genuine 
absence, but it will also provide more immediate notiÞcation
of truancy that parents/caregivers might otherwise not be 
aware of until much later.
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This process will depend on the school having accurate 
database records of email addresses and mobile phone 
numbers as well as the timeliness and accuracy of attendance 
marking.

If you do receive a text or email in the future to inform you 
that your son or daughter is absent from school and you have 
concerns about the validity of the information, please phone 
the school to let us know. While the information should be 
accurate we will be keen to remove any problems and to 
reÞne the process of notiÞcation to make it as efÞcient as 
possible. 

The intention of early absence notiÞcation is to make it easier 
for the school and caregivers to work together at keeping 
students focused on achieving success at school through 
regular attendance and study. Further information about the 
planned early notiÞcation system will be provided over the 
next few weeks.

UNIFORM
This year we have introduced a new uniform at Years 9 and 
12. Students who are wearing the uniform look very smart and 
are taking pride in their appearance. Unfortunately, there have 
been some supply problems with some items which has meant 
that not all students have been able to purchase the complete 
range of garments. We understand the disappointment of both 
students and parents in not being able to have the necessary 
items ready to wear for the start of school. We also are 
disappointed that arrangements have not worked out as we 
expected. This being the case we advise parents to send their 
children to school in part uniform with the rest being made up 
of clothing that is appropriate and to write a note to cover the 
situation. Year 9 students who have purchased their Physical 
Education uniform may wear that to school until they have 
their new uniform.

As students wearing the 2008 uniform need to replace any 
items, they will be able to purchase these but where any are 
no longer in stock, they may purchase the required item from 
the new uniform. This will mean that some students may be in 
a mixture of the old and the new. However, this situation will 
only exist for two years at the most. In 2010, the only students 
who could be wearing any of the old uniform would be those 
who are in Year 11. At the start of 2011, all students will be in 
the new uniform.

Students are expected to take pride in their appearance and to 
present themselves well, both in and out of school, whatever 
garments they are wearing. They need to follow the rules 
regarding uniform, shoes and the wearing of jewellery. These 
rules are clearly outlined in their Student Planner.

SCHOOL DONATIONS AND FEES
The General Purpose Donation is now payable.  The Board 
has set the donation at $120.00 per student, $170.00 for two 
students and $210 for three or more students from the same 
family.  A 20% discount is available if paid before 1 March 
2009. Subject fees are also due and we would appreciate 
prompt payment so that materials can be purchased.  Parents 
who require Þnancial assistance should phone or write to Mrs 
Cranston. All requests for assistance will be treated in 
conÞdence.

ATTENDANCE
Regular attendance at school is fundamental to student 
learning.  Students who attend school regularly are more 
likely to achieve educational success and increase their career 
and life options.  Everybody beneÞts from regular student 

attendance.  These beneÞts include greater student safety, 
community well-being and a sense of connectedness for all.

All students between the ages of 6 and 16 are required to be 
enrolled and attending a registered school.

Section 29 of the Education Act makes parents responsible for 
their childÕs regular attendance at school.  Parent(s) whose 
child does not attend Òcommits an offenceÓ under the terms of 
the Education Act and on Òsummary convictionÓ can be Þned.  
So the onus is quite clearly on parents to ensure their children 
attend school.

The school would like to work in partnership with parents on 
attendance and this is why we have an attendance policy and 
procedures to monitor attendance:
1.! All students must be at school and in class by 8.35am.
2.! If your son or daughter is late they should:
! a)  ! Report to the Attendance Administrator if they 

! have a   note. 
! b) ! Go directly to class if they do not have a note.
! c)  ! Report to the Attendance Administrator if their bus 

! is late.  They will be issued with a Late Bus Pass.
3.! If your son or daughter is sick, please phone the ofÞce 

and send a note when your son/daughter returns to 
school.  We must have the note for Þling, as this is a 
legal requirement.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Leave of absence is usually granted on the grounds of illness, 
family bereavements and for medical and dental 
appointments.  We require a note for all absences.  If parents 
feel there is an exceptional reason for their son/daughter to be 
absent we require a note requesting leave before the event.

In all cases the note should contain the studentÕs name, form 
class, dates of absence and the reason for the absence.  Letters 
must be signed by a parent or guardian and addressed to the 
form teacher.  Where students are absent without permission 
the matter will be treated as truancy.  All students under the 
age of 16 must be enrolled in a school.  All students, of any 
age, who are enrolled must attend every day except in the 
circumstances already mentioned.

SIGNING OUT
If your son/daughter needs to leave school early, they must 
have a note signed by a parent/guardian.  The student then 
gets this countersigned by a Dean or a member of the Senior 
Management team and takes it to the Attendance 
Administrator who issues an ÒOut-of-SchoolÓ pass.

PUNCTUALITY
As in the workplace, it is important that students learn to be 
punctual in getting to school.  We will monitor lateness to 
school with Senior Managers at the front of the school from 
8.35am onwards.  Any unsatisfactory lateness will result in a 
detention.  Please ensure you son or daughter gets to school 
on time. All students are expected to be at school ready to 
start class at 8.35am.

KEY DATES - FEBRUARY
12.! MHS  Interschool Athletics 
13.! P.D. Day - No school.
17.! MHS Interschool Swimming Championships
24! MHS Athletics Championships
26! Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm Library


